
The  r ichly  i l lustrated  Catalan  Mappamundi  is  among  the  most  celebrated  medieval  

maps  surviving  to  this  day.  Commissioned  by  Peter  IV  of  Aragon  as  a  gift  to  Charles  V  

of  France  i t  was  put  to  parchment  by  El isha  Cresques,  a  Jewish  scr ibe,  i l luminator ,  and  

cartographer  in  the  City  of  Majorca.  The  talk  explores  how  El isha,  f rom  his  del icate  

posit ion  as  a  Sefardi  intel lectual  in  the  service  of  the  Court  coped  with  his  patron ’s  

agendas  while,  at  the  same  t ime,  voiced  his  own  views  of  the  pol i t ics  of  his  t ime.  

 

This  lecture  wil l  be  a  part  of  the  Medieval  Confl icts  and  Contrasts  Lecture  Series  

organized  by  the  Centre  for  the  Study  of  the  Middle  Ages  at  the  Faculty  of  Arts ,  Charles  

Universi ty .
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