Medieval Conceptual Conflicts and Contrasts:

Text and |mage Wednesday 3 May, 17.30 — 19, Room 104

Mary Carruthers (New York University;
University of Oxford)

“The Geometry of Creativity: Using Diagrams in the Middle
Ages”

== & This lecture will explore the
. @@l ’”23 B close relationships in medieval
'E“;““ "'p:t‘j' L : creative  practice  among
.. f;;;‘:, m‘ﬁ ; geometric shapes, meditation,
© e | T : and the human ability to create
st original works. Focused on
materials crafted in the twelfth
century chiefly on the basis of
el i i i Biblical texts, and then
. .' % ...,:m:‘i.l‘m., ’Hﬂl pasu | * disseminated widely during the
& o WEI-IEW Pl d thirteenth  century, |  will
: T investigate the fundamental
cognitive insight of medieval
diagram makers, that shape and
pattern not only envision what
we already know, but invite us
to discover surprising logical
relationships that can provoke
our thinking in new ways.
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