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In the nineteenth century the writing of works of literature was hardly a non-committal affair. Literary 

authors meant their works to serve society. Literature should point the way for the citizenry toward the 

new standards and values of a society that, in the aftermath of the French Revolution and the 

Napoleonic Era, had undergone and kept undergoing radical change. Looking around, authors noticed 

social afflictions and either initiated or contributed to a combat against them, whether this concerned 

the slave trade, child labor, or the death penalty. They employed to that end the only weapon at their 

disposal, the pen. 

http://www.uva.nl/en/contact/staff/item/m.t.c.mathijsen-verkooijen.html?f=Mathijsen

