Enchanted by Antiquity: New
Permanent Exhibition of
Classical Art Casts at the
Duchcov Chateau

The exhibition reflects the connection between the world of
the Antiquity and classical art, and the world of the baroque
chateau. Located in the parterre of the chateau, the
exhibition presents the Faculty of Arts’ precious collection
of classical art casts, its history and, in relation to the
individual items, also the myths and characters of the
classical world. The collection contains about 550 items and
covers the development of Greek and Roman sculpture from
seventh century BC to second century AD. Apart from 1its
artistic and historical value, it also contains several
acclaimed reconstructions of classical group sculptures made
by Professor Wilhelm Klein in the nineteenth century (Athena
and Marsyas, Invitation to a Dance), and also casts of some
works of art which are now considered lost (Fauvel’s slab,
several Roman portraits).

F The exhibition focuses on classical
influences in architecture of aristocratic
residences and gardens of the baroque era.
This topic is discussed in relation to the
Duchcov Chateau which used to belong to
the Waldstein family. It mentions travels
of the aristocratic owners of many Czech
and Moravian chateaux and their offspring
to various parts of Europe to see
classical art. These travels were part of
the so-called “grand tours”. It also
introduces the phenomenon of collecting
classical art works inspired by the Antiquity, and portraits



https://www.ff.cuni.cz/2016/05/enchanted-antiquity-permanent-exhibition-classical-art-casts-duchcov-chateau/
https://www.ff.cuni.cz/2016/05/enchanted-antiquity-permanent-exhibition-classical-art-casts-duchcov-chateau/
https://www.ff.cuni.cz/2016/05/enchanted-antiquity-permanent-exhibition-classical-art-casts-duchcov-chateau/
https://www.ff.cuni.cz/2016/05/enchanted-antiquity-permanent-exhibition-classical-art-casts-duchcov-chateau/
http://www.ff.cuni.cz/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Aphrodite.jpg

of leading European collectors whose collections formed an
important part of contemporary royal and aristocratic
residences. In the former chateau theatre, which 1is part of
the exhibition space, the classical influences in baroque
theatre are discussed. The exhibition has several themes which
go through the exhibition spaces simultaneously in several
lines: the antiquity, mythology, and the chateau. The
iconography of the exhibition is adapted to the presentation
of the casts collection in its chronological and thematic
scope.

The chateau in Duchcov used to be the seat of the Waldsteins,
an important Czech noble family. The original, rather small
residence was rebuilt, by the end of the seventeenth century,
by the foremost baroque architect Jean Baptiste Mathey into an
extensive baroque complex: a chateau with adjacent buildings
and a church. It is famous also thanks to Giacomo Casanova,
who lived and worked there during the last years of his life
as the chateau librarian.

The exhibition opens on 3 June 2016.
Contact for the Media

Mgr. Ina PiSova, CUFA spokesperson, ina.pisova@ff.cuni.cz,
+420 777 739 951

Exhibition Team

Academic Guarantor: doc. PhDr. Peter Pavuk, Ph.D., Head of the
Department of Classical Archaeology, CUFA

Academic Cooperation: dr. Eva LukdSova, dr. Olga Klapetkova,
dr. Marian Hochel, Mgr. Lenka Vacinova

Project Lead: Ing. Filip Maly, phone: 734 871 971, e-mail:
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mailto:ina.pisova@ff.cuni.cz
mailto:filip.maly@ff.cuni.cz



http://www.ff.cuni.cz/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Duchcov.jpg

