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We, the Deans of Faculties of Arts and Humanities of European
Universities assembled in the Prague Network, wish to point
out the irreplaceable, invaluable and exceptional role of
education in humanities and social sciences. Over the past few
years we have witnessed a gradual and systematic treatment of
education and research on a purely economic basis. This
process derives from the constitutive European idea of a
necessary economic growth to match either the economies of the
traditional powers, or the ones of the new emergent actors.
This motivation, however, derives from a mistaken priority to
invest mainly in the quantitative and economic aspects of
education, while at the same time ignoring the aspects of
quality. We have thus been departing from the European
tradition of research-based education through thorough and
deep knowledge and a true understanding of the underlying
principles. It seems that we are only moving to the state of
enhancing a merely professional training to allow for economic
use of human resources.

My, dékani filozofickych a humanitnich fakult evropskych
univerzit, sdruzeni v iniciativé Prague Network, upozornujeme
na nezastupitelnou a mimoradnou roli humanitniho vzdélani. Za
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poslednich nékolik let jsme svédky postupné a systematické
ekonomizace vzdélani, coz je spojeno se zakladni evropskou
mySlenkou nutného ekonomického riustu po vzoru tradiénich
ekonomickych velmoci €éi novych dynamickych celku. Tato potreba
ekonomického rustu se ovSem odviji od chybné priority, kterou
je investice do kvantitativnich ukazatelu vzdélani a zanedbani
parametru kvalitativnich. Opous$time tak tradici evropského
vzdélani zalozeného na vyzkumu, ktery vede k hlubokym
znalostem a pochopeni principli, a posouvame se do pozic
podpory pouhého profesniho vyuceni smérujiciho k ekonomickému
vyuziti humanniho kapitalu.

The area of research and innovation in humanities is being
increasingly restricted through metric evaluation systems of
the results, taken from natural sciences. However, research in
social sciences and humanities comprises also aspects that are
not directly measurable in any straightforward way. The basic
principle of research conducted by an individual with specific
qualities and expertise has been abandoned, even though the
efficiency of such a measure has not and will not be proven in
social sciences and humanities. We face deficient systems of
assessment which are closely intertwined with the funding of
research. It is important to go beyond that. Science and
scholarly research should not grow into an activity for its
own sake to comply with and to fulfill the criteria of
quantitative assessment, as it should not cease to be an act
of creative ability aiming at understanding the world and the
humankind. The current economic crisis has clearly uncovered
the unsustainability of the principles which have reduced
research only to the forms that are applicable and useable in
industry but which neglect education in the traditional sense.
Giving up the cultivating and social role of education,
interlinked with the discussion about the human beings, their
past, their present and their future, their place in the
world, appears to be one of the greatest dangers to
educational systems at the dawn of the twenty-first century.



Oblast vyzkumu a vyvoje v humanitnich védach je stale
vyraznéji svazovana kvantifikatory hodnoceni vysledki
prejimanymi z exaktnich véd i presto, ze povaha vyzkumu v
téchto védach obndsi prvky, které nejsou jednoduse primo
méritelné. Je opousStén zdkladni princip individualniho badani
jednotlivce s jedinecnou erudici, 1 kdyz ucinnost takového
opatreni nebyla a nebude v humanitnich a spolecenskych védach
prokazana. Jsme stavéni pred pochybné hodnotitelské systémy,
jez jsou bezprostredné svdzany s financovanim vyzkumu. Toto je
nutné prekonat. Véda a vyzkum v humanitnich védach se nesmi
stavat stdle vice samoucelnou cinnosti naplnujici ona
kvantifikujici hodnoceni, stejné tak jako nemuzZe prestat byt
tvaréim poéinem smérujicim k chdpani svéta a lidstva. Aktudlni
ekonomickd krize pritom jasné poukazuje na neudrzitelnost
téchto principli, které redukovaly vyzkum na aplikovanost a
pouzitelnost v prumyslové oblasti a které zarovein opomijeji
tradi¢ni duch vzdéldni. Rezignace na kultivacni a spolecenskou
roli vzdélani propojeného s otazkami o 1lidech, jejich
minulosti, pritomnosti a budoucnosti, jejich misté ve svété,
muze byt jednim z nejvétsich nebezpedi pro vzdélavaci systémy
na pocatku 21. stoleti.

We thus appeal to the political representatives of European
nations, as well as to the political bodies of the European
Union, to initiate a real and open discussion on the European
system of education, on the system of assessment of research
and innovation, and the role of humanities and social sciences
in the system of assessment. Europe is currently on the point
of disposing itself of one of the most valuable and vivacious
traditions of a free and creative academic environment. Let us
cultivate this tradition together and let us seek ways of
preventing the internal breakdown of the European system of
education.

Vyzyvame proto politické reprezentace evropskych statu, jakoz
i orgadny Evropské unie k zahajeni skutecné otevrené diskuse o



evropském vzdélavacim systému, jakoz i systému vyzkumu a
vyvoje a postaveni humanitnich a spolecenskych véd v tomto
systému. Evropa se aktudlné zbavuje jedné z nejcennéjsSich a
Zzivotaschopnych tradici svobodného a tvuréiho univerzitniho
prostredi. Vénujme spolecné pozornost této tradici a hledejme
cestu, ktera zabrani vnitrfnimu zhrouceni evropského
vzdélavaciho systému.
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